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popular sympathy outside Jugoslavia was side-tracked
at a critical moment.

The British government had never relished the pros-
pect of a public chastisement of Hungary at Geneva,
and Mr. Anthony Eden, on Friday, the 8th December*
took advantage of the new sympathy for the Hungarians
to diminish the prospects of a sharp decision. His
speech that day made a painful impression on Serb
public opinion and is not likely to be soon forgotten
or forgiven. It put Jugoslavia in the false position of
a state trying to exploit the murder of King Alexander
to pursue her private ends. Eden evoked more animus
than the obstructionist, Laval. Unwittingly he dimin-
ished the prestige of Prince Paul, whose influence at
the British Court was seen to have less weight than the
Jugoslavs had imagined. Serbs never understand
England and the paradoxes of her behaviour; her
generosity during the war, education of young Serbs
at Oxford and Cambridge, nursing of the Serb wounded;
and then after the war, coldness, indifference, misrepre-
sentation.

Jevtitch's anger and humiliation may not have been
realized by Eden at the time, but that Friday brought
war to the door. Jevtitch told his secretaries to pack
up: he would not stay after his country had been insulted.
Some of those nations represented at Geneva had com-
bined to murder the King and now England and France
combined with the murderers to add insult to injury.
Jevtitch went to Titulesco's room that night and had a
meeting with the representatives of the Little Entente
and the Balkan Pact, telling them of his decision to quit
Geneva and of the probable resignation of Jugoslavia
from the League. They sympathized but did all in
their power to smooth him down. Something still
might be won. Instead of going away, which would
cause a world sensation but might also enkindle European
war, he might use the threat of going as a trump card.
But it proved very -difficult to persuade him away